
Day 1 - Reading Task 



Activity 1 

What do you 
predict the book 
will be about? 
 
Who is the child 
and what are 
they doing? 



Activity 2 
The art class was over, but 
Vashti sat glued to her chair.  
HER paper was empty.  
 
Vashti’s teacher leaned over 
the blank paper.  
“Ah! A polar bear in a snow 
storm,” she said. 
“Very funny!” said Vashti.  
“I JUST CAN’T DRAW!” 

Ques%ons:	  
-‐How	  do	  you	  think	  Vash%	  is	  feeling?	  What	  
makes	  you	  think	  this?	  
	  
-‐Have	  you	  ever	  felt	  this	  way?	  What	  made	  
you	  feel	  this	  way?	  What	  did	  someone	  do	  
to	  help?	  



Day 1 - Writing Task 



Writing idea... 

Describe the setting and Vashti, 
the girl who says she cannot 
draw.  
 
Look at the scene:  
-  What can you see 
-  What CAN’T you see 
-  Describe Vashti’s paper and 

why it is blank 
-  Describe how Vashti is feeling 

and why. 



Day 2 - Reading Task 



What do you 
remember about the 
opening of the story? 



Reading on... 
Her teacher smiled.  
“Just make a mark and see where it takes 
you.” 
 
Vashti grabbed a felt-tipped pen and gave 
the paper a good, strong jab.  
 
“There!” 
 
Her teacher picked up the paper and studied 
it carefully.  
 
“Hmmmmm.”  
 
She pushed the paper towards Vashti and 
quietly said, “Now signit.” 
 
Vashti thought for a moment.  
 
“Well, maybe I can’t draw, but I CAN sign 
my name…” 



Questions 
Why does Vashti’s teacher 
ask her to sign her dot? 
 
 
How do you think Vashti is 
feeling? 
 
 
What do you predict will 
happen next? 



Day 2 - Writing Task 



Writing idea... 

Write a diary entry for Vashti 
on the day this part of the 
story takes place.  
 
-  What happened in the art 

class BEFORE we started the 
story.  

-  Use the text to help you 
sequence the events as you 
write them. 

Dear diary,  
 
I was so frustrated today. Art is 
my least favourite subject at 
school… 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3 - Reading Task 



Reading on... The next week, when Vashti 
walked into her art class, 
she was surprised to see 
what was hanging above 
her teacher’s desk.  
 
It was the little dot she 
had drawn – HER DOT! 
All framed in swirly gold! 



Questions Why do you think Vashti’s 
teacher has framed her 
little dot? 
 
How do you think Vashti 
feels about what her 
teacher has done?  
 
Has someone ever done 
anything to make you feel 
better about not being able 
to do something? What did 
they do? 



Reading on... 

“Hmmph!” I can make a better dot that THAT! 
 
She opened her never-before-used set of watercolours and set 
to work. 
Vashti painted and painted. 
A red dot.  
A purple dot.  
A yellow dot.  
A blue dot.  
 
The blue mixed with the yellow. She discovered that she 
could make a GREEN dot.  
Vashti kept experimenting. Lots of little dots in many 
colours.  
 



Day 3 - Writing Task 



Writing idea... 

Find out about how people 
have created art throughout 
history.  
-What were the first types of 
‘art’? 
-What materials did they use 
to create their art? 
-Find some artists from long 
ago and look at their 
artwork. How does it compare 
to what we see today? 

You	  could	  research:	  
	  
-‐  Petroglyphs	  	  
-‐  Photography	  	  
-‐  Anima%on	  
-‐  Sculptre	  
	  
What	  date	  did	  these	  types	  
of	  art	  begin?	  
Are	  there	  any	  famous	  
ar%sts	  in	  this	  field?	  



Day 4 - Reading Task 



Reading on... 
“If I can make little dots, I 
can make BIG dots, too.” 
 
Vashti splashed her colours 
with a bigger brush on 
bigger paper to make 
bigger dots.  
 
Vashti even made a dot by 
NOT painting a dot.  



Questions 

Why does Vashti now seem 
very happy to create pieces 
of art?  
 
How has her confidence 
been improved?  
 
If you could improve your 
confidence in something, 
what would it be and why? 
How could you achieve it? 



Day 4 - Writing Task 



Writing idea... 

What is something that you want to become better or 
more confident at?  
 
How could you achieve your goal?  
 
Write a list of instructions or actions for how to do it! 



Day 5 - Reading Task 



Reading on... 

At the school art show a few weeks later, 
Vashti’s many dots made quite a splash.  

How many dots can you see?  



Reading on... 

Vashti noticed a little boy gazing up at 
her. 

“You’re a really great artist. I wish I 
could draw,” he said.  

“I bet you can,” said Vashti. 
“ME? No, not me. I can’t draw a line 

with a ruler.” 
Vashti smiled. 

She handed the boy a blank sheet of 
paper. “Show me.”  

The boy’s pencil shoot as he draw a line.  



Questions 

What does this part of the book 
remind you of? 
 
How has Vashti changed throughout 
the book? 
 
How do you think Vashti felt when 
the boy told her she was a great 
artist? 



Reading on... 

Vashti stared at the boy’s squiggle.  
 

And then she said... 
 

“Sign it.” 



Day 5 - Writing Task 



Writing idea... 

Write a sequel to the story.  
 
What happens with the boy after 
Vashti got him to draw a line and 
sign it? 
 
How does he discover that HE can 
be an artist too? 
 
Share your stories with us on 
Twitter or via email, we’d love to 
read them! 

Head to your learning project to 
do some artwork of your own! 


