
Year 3 Curriculum Overview - Spring 1, 2019 

Every day your child enjoys a broad range of different subjects. We follow a similar timetable every day so that we 

can master skills in important subjects like English and Maths and embed our classroom routines. 

Subject What is my child learning about at school? 

English – Talk for Writing Fiction: Arthur and the Golden Rope by Joe Todd Stanton 
Focus: ‘A defeating a monster tale’ 
This half term we are completing the writing of the opening and 
build-up of a ‘defeating a monster tale’. Our punctuation and 
grammar objectives have been fronted adverbials, commas after a 
fronted adverbial, expanded noun phrases, commas in a list and the 
correct use of a or an. 
Fiction: Jack and the Baked Beanstalk – Colin Simpston 
Focus: ‘A meeting tale’ 
Later on this half term, we will be reading a traditional tale with a 
twist, based on ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. The children will learn to 
retell part of the story, when Jack and the Giant meet each other. 
We will do lots of reading as a reader and reading as a writer, in 
which we will explore the text in detail, looking at language and 
grammar features. This will ultimately lead to the children creating 
their own independent piece of writing (hot task). Our grammar 
objectives will be using and punctuating direct speech, extending the 
range of sentence types with more than one clause by using a wider 
range of conjunctions and building on the grammar we have 
previously learnt. 

English – Reading  In Year 3, we will be reading a range of fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry texts this half term, including: 

 Hansel and Gretel by Anthony Browne 

 Inside the Villains by Clotilde Perrin 

 Little Red Reading Hood by Lucy Rowland 

 Into the Forest by Anthony Browne 
These texts will be used to enhance our Talk 4 Writing units, 

as well as in our reading lessons.  Through these texts, your 
child will continue to develop all of the key reading skills-
vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and 
summarisation. 

English – Sounds-Write and handwriting Nelson Handwriting 
Your child is continuing to write with their ‘Perfect Pencil Grip’ and 
‘Posture for Writing’. All Year 3 children have been practising their 
joined up Nelson handwriting for a full year and have made great 
progress. 

Sounds-Write (Phonics and Spelling) 
We will be consolidating the extended code as well as embedding 
higher-level vocabulary with these sounds through polysyllabic words. 
Sounds Write is made up of a range of lessons, in which we focus on 
one sound and different spellings, seek out the sound in a passage, 
learn about one spelling with different sounds and explore polysyllabic 
words. 
Children will also be using their sound skills in reading lessons, where 
we will discuss the text to aid comprehension. 

 



Maths – Mathematics Mastery At the start of this half term, we have been exploring different 
methods for addition and subtraction, such as the column method. 
We are continuing to develop their skills and methods so that they 
can choose the most efficient way of calculating an answer. We are 
also learning to round, in order to be able to estimate answers for 
mental calculations. 
Later on this term, we will be learning about length and perimeter of 
shapes and areas. Following on from this, we will be starting 
multiplication and division. 

Science - Empiribox Our scientific strand this term is chemistry, in which we will be 
learning about materials. We will be investigating the different 
properties and discussing how and why we may use similar materials 
to carry out everyday tasks. 
During our science lessons, we will be carrying out a range of 
experiments. We will then focus on gathering, recording, classifying 
and presenting data in a variety of ways. 

Art/Design and Technology Art – ‘What’s that coming over the hill?’ 
This term, we will be studying landscape paintings, with a focus on 
Icelandic scenery, linking to our geography topic. We will be exploring 
a range of painting techniques and combining paint and chalk to 
produce a final piece. 

Music During the year, children will be taught how to play the violin, 
leading to a performance at the end. They will learn to listen and 
recall sounds, understand musical notations and develop an 
understanding of the history of music. 

PE Hockey 
Play competitive games, modified where appropriate and apply basic 
principles suitable for attacking and defending. 

Foundation subjects Geography – ‘What makes the Earth angry?’ 
This term, we will be answering the question ‘What makes the Earth 
angry?’ We will be recapping the names and locations of the seven 
continents and five oceans. We will locate volcanic areas, mainly in 
Iceland. The children will be learning the features of a volcano, the 
processes of a volcanic eruption and then learning about earthquakes. 
We will also explore what life is like in areas with volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and comparing how it differs with our lives. 

 

Subject How can I support my child’s learning at home? 

English – Talk for Writing Practise the shared text at home and encourage them to discuss 
what they have learnt each day. 

English – Reading  Please try to read with your child at least three times a week, 
encouraging them to answer questions and summarise the text. 

English – Sounds-Write and handwriting Nelson Handwriting 
You can support your child by ensuring that they sit properly on 
their chair with their feet flat on the floor, facing the table with a 
pencil in their writing hand and their other hand on their work. 

Maths – Mathematics Mastery You can support your child by practising number fluency and 
drawing their attention to making number bonds within numbers to 
support addition (for example 44 + 6). Please also practise the 2, 3, 
5 and 10 times tables at home, not always in order! Please also 
encourage your child to tell the time throughout the day (using both 
analogue and digital). 



Science - Empiribox To support at home, you can ask the children about their learning. 
Any additional learning from books or the internet to support the 
learning in the classroom would also be beneficial. 

Art/Design and Technology You can ask your children about their learning. You could also look 
at and discuss different landscape paintings and if possible visit the 
Walker Art Gallery (it’s free!) 

Music For those that have a violin or access to one, continue to practise at 
home. 

PE Please ensure your child comes into school in full PE kit every 
Monday and Wednesday. 

Foundation subjects To support at home, you can ask the children about their learning. 
Any additional learning from books or the internet to support the 
learning in the classroom would also be beneficial. 

 

 


