
Religious Education Curriculum Overview 2020-2021 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1  

Faith & Beliefs 

Why is our world so special? 
God and the world 
-Christianity, Hinduism, 
Judaism. 
Explore what the main 
religions believe about God 
and the world. 

Explore Creation Stories from 
worldwide religions.  
Ask and respond to questions 
about what individuals and 
communities do to celebrate the 
fruitfulness of the earth and the 
differences they make 

 

Festivals & 
Celebrations 
Why do people give gifts? 
Gift giving 
-Hanukah, Christmas & Bodhi 
Day. 
Understand the special gifts 
that religious people received 
on these days. 
Realise why people give gifts 
and think about what special 
gift they would give 
somebody. 

 

 

 Worship Prayer & 
Places 
Why do people pray? 
Prayer 
-Christianity, Hinduism, 

Judaism, Islam, Buddhism. 
What is it? How and why do 
people pray? Observe and 
recount different ways of 
praying. Notice and respond 
sensitively. Recall and name 
different beliefs and practices, 
rituals and ways of life.  

 

 

 Festivals & 
Celebrations 
How do we celebrate new 
beginnings? 
-Easter, Holi, Rosh Hashanah 
Explore symbols of new 
life/beginnings. 
Understand the significance of 
giving Easter Eggs. 

 

 

Festivals & 
Celebrations/ Life, 
Death & Belonging 
Why do people have special 
ceremonies of belonging? 
Belonging 
-All religions 
Understand what it means to 
belong to a religion. 
Explore symbols of belonging in 
major religions and belonging 
ceremonies. 
Children should discuss who or 
what they belong to. 

 

Life, Death & 
Belonging 
Why are rules important? 
Rules 
-All Religions 
Explore the rules that each of 
the religions follow to show 
they belong. 
Children should discuss the 
rules they follow in 
religions/clubs/groups they 
belong to. 
Discuss how each of the 
religions would respond to 
modern dilemmas. 
 

 

Year 2  

 Faith & Beliefs 
What is God like? 
What do people believe 
about God? 
-Christianity, Hinduism, 
Judaism.                
Retell and suggest meanings 
to some religious and moral 
stories, exploring and 
discussing sacred writings and 
sources of wisdom, 
recognising the traditions 
from which they come.  
Explore questions about 
belonging, meaning and truth 
in order to express their own 
ideas and opinions in 
response using words, music, 
art or poetry.  

 

 

 Festivals & 
Celebrations 
How does good news change 
lives? 
Good news 
Christianity,  
-Christianity, Islam 
(Christmas, Lailat Al Miraj) 
Retell the Christmas story and 
discuss how the Angels 
delivered an important 
message.  
Compare with the Islam story 
of Lailat Al Miraj.  
Children should discuss the 
good news they have received 
in their lives and how it has 
affected their lives. 

 

 

 Sacred Texts, 
Stories & Words 
What makes a book special? 
Special Books and stories 
-Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, 
Judaism 
-Retell and suggest meanings 
to some religious and moral 
stories, exploring and 
discussing religious and non- 
religious stories from world- 
wide views asking questions 
such as Who, where, how and 
why?  

 

 

 Festivals & 
Celebrations 
Why is food important in 
religion? 
Food in Celebration 
-Christianity, Islam, 
Judaism(Easter/Eid/Passover) 
Discuss the importance of 
food in faith celebrations and 
the meaning behind the foods 
eaten.  

 

 

Important People & 
Leaders 

Who are the leaders in religion? 
Leaders and Teachers 
-Christianity, Islam, Judaism, 
Hinduism, Buddhism 
Study the teachings of Religious 
leaders and teachers in the main 
faiths. Understand the challenges 
and commitment they have made 
to a community or faith.  

 

Festivals & 
Celebrations 
Why do people celebrate? 
Celebrations 
-Christianity, Judaism, 
Hinduism, Islam. 
Understand why people 
celebrate and the importance 
of faith celebrations in major 
religions. 
Re-enact, recall and name 
celebrations from different 
faiths. Understand what the 
festivals mean. 
Children should think about 
the celebrations they have 
been a part of and the reason 
for that celebration. 

Year 3  

Sacred Texts, Stories 
& Words 
What is a faith story? 
Faith stories 
-All Religions 

Explore and interpret stories 
from some of the main faiths 

 

 Festivals & 
Celebrations 
Why is light so significant in 
religion? 
The significance of light 

 

 Faith & beliefs 
What symbols are important 
in religion? 
Symbols 
-All Religions 
Children will learn about a 
range of symbols in different 
religions and the importance 

 

 Festivals & 
Celebrations 
What sacrifices have people 
made in religion? 
Sacrifice 
Easter, Buddhism, Eid- Ul-
Adha. 

 

 Important People & Leaders 
 What makes a person inspirational? 
Inspirational Figures 
-Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism 
Study key inspirational figures and understand the differences 
they have made to society.  
Identify inspirational figures in their own lives 



and make connections to their 
own lives.  

      

-Christianity,Judaism, 
Hindusim 
(Hannukah/Diwali/Christingle 
Understand the significance of 
light in Christianity when 
remembering Christ. 
Explore the connections 
between Christmas and other 
religious beliefs where light is 
significant.  

 

of them. They will discuss the 
importance of symbols in 
relation to belonging to a 
group. 
They should also look at 
places of worship.  

 

Explore the meaning of 
sacrifice. 
Retell and recount the key 
events of the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection.  
Buddha’s sacrifice to achieve 
enlightenment, Ibrahim’s 
sacrifice of son. 

 

Discuss which faith figure inspires them the most and their reasons 
for that decision. 

 

Year 4  

 Sacred Texts, 
Stories & Words 
How do people use words of 
wisdom to guide their 
behaviour? 
Wisdom from Sacred Texts 
-Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, 
Sikhism. 
Respond thoughtfully to a 
range of sources of wisdom 
and to beliefs and teachings 
that arise from them in 
different communities  

 

 

 Festivals & 
Celebrations 
How are key birthdays 
celebrated in the major 
religions? 
Birth of the Gods 
Christmas & Vesak- birthdays 
of gods.   
Retell and understand the 
main events of the Christmas 
story i.e. the birth of Jesus. 
Explore other religious 
festivals that celebrate the 
birth of their Gods. 

 

 

 Worship Prayer & 
Places 
Why is prayer important in 
religion? 
Prayer and special places 
-All Religions 
Explore the importance of 
prayer in major religions and 
the beliefs expressed in the 
different prayers. 
Explore the different ways in 
which religious people pray 
and the places they go to 
worship. 
 

 

 

 Festivals & 
Celebrations 
How is forgiveness achieved? 
Forgiveness 
-Christianity, Buddhism, 
Sikhism, Islam, Hinduism, 
Judaism. 
Understand how Jesus’ 
crucifixion led to the 
forgiveness of sins. 
Understand the important of 
forgiveness and how it is 
achieved in other religions. 

 

 

 Life, Death & Belonging 
Is life a journey? 
Celebrations of life’s journey. 
-All religions 
Understand how major religions view life as a journey. 
Explore the faith celebrations experienced in life’s journey e.g. 
baptisms, weddings and funerals and the importance of these in 
marking life’s milestones. 

 
 

 

Year 5  

Sacred Texts, Stories 
& Words 
Why do people of faith have a 
creed? 
Sacred Texts, Creeds, 
Statements of Belief 
-All Religions 
Explore the meaning of the word 
wisdom. 
Explore ‘words of wisdom’ from 
major religions. 
Discuss the similarities and 
differences between their 
teachings. 

 

Festivals & 
Celebrations 
How is Christmas celebrated 
around the world? 
Celebrations &Traditions 
-Differences within religions. 
Compare how Christmas is 
celebrated globally between 
and within major religions. 
Make links to other religious 
festivals around the Xmas 
period. 

 

 

Worship Prayer & 
Places 
How is symbolism used in 
places of worship? 
Places of Worship- 
Christianity, Islam, Judaism- 
Consider how the architecture 
and symbols found within 
different places of worship 
express a community’s way of 
life, values and beliefs.  
Visit places of worship in local 
community and the 
importance of these places to 
followers. 
 

 

 

Festivals & 
Celebrations 
What does food symbolise in 
religion? 
Fasting  
- Christianity, Islam, Judaism 
(Lent/Ramadan/Yom kippur/ 
Passover) 
Explore the events surrounding 
lent and the reasons why people 
give up specific things. 
Discuss the importance of 
Ramadan for Muslims. 

 

Sacred Texts, Stories & 
Words 
How is justice achieved in 
religion? 
Rights and responsibilities/Charity 
& Fait Trade-  
Discuss religious views about what 
is right and just. 
Explore the term ‘charity’ and how 
charity is encouraged in the major 
religions. 
Discuss examples of charity work, 
both religious and no religious, ad 
why people choose to help the less 
fortunate. 
Apply own ideas about justice and 
fairness to the work of developing 
charities and their significance.  

 

 Faith & beliefs 
What can we learn from the 
different faiths in Liverpool? 
Daily Life & Belonging 
-Christianity, Islam, Judaism 
Explore how people in the 
local community show they 
belong to a faith i.e. clothes 
and behaviour. 
Children should draw on own 
experiences to discuss the 
above. 

 

Year 6  

Important People & 
Leaders 
What makes a good leader? 
Inspirational Figures 
-Buddhism, Sikhism, Christianity, 
Islam, Hinduism. 

 

Festivals & 
Celebrations 
What important journeys have 
key religious figures made? 
Significant Journeys 

 

Worship Prayer & 
Places 
Why do people practise 
meditation? 
Meditation 
-Buddhism, Sikhism, Hinduism 

 

 Festivals & 
Celebrations 
Why was Pentecost so 
important? 
Receiving faith 
-Christianity, Islam & Judaism. 

 

Life, Death & 
Belonging 
Why are pilgrimages so 
important in religion? 
Pilgrimage 
-All religions 

 

 Life, Death & 
Belonging 
Faith & beliefs 
What do religions teach 
about the future of life? 
Life after death 
-All Religions 



Study key inspirational figures 
and understand the differences 
they have made to society. 
Understand the qualities of a 
good leader and their 
responsibilities within the faith.  
Children to identify the key 
people who have guided them 
throughout their primary 
education and what made those 
people so successful in their 
role. 

 

-Christianity, Judaism, Islam 
(Epiphany, Sukkot, Lailat al 
Miraj) 
Explore the significant journeys 
that were made in the main 
religions. 
Discuss the influence these 
journeys have had on the 
religion and people’s 
behaviours. 

Explore different ways of 
meditating and the impact of 
everyday life. Write prayers or 
meditation suited to particular 
occasions, traditions and 
events.  
 

(Pentecost, Lailat-Ul-Qadr, 
Shavuot.) 
Discover the significant events in 
major religions in which 
followers received their faith 
and the impact it had on those 
faiths. 

 

Discuss the various reasons that 
people make special journeys. 
Research the different places of 
pilgrimage in all major religions 
and the reasons why they are so 
significant. 
 

 

Discuss all religions views 
about how people’s behaviour 
affects their afterlife.  
Ethical implications- discuss 
global issues and whether the 
children feel they have a duty 
to look after the world for 
future generations. 
 

 


