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Greenbank school is delighted to be working with Liverpool Hope University in a writing 

project entitled ‘Language, teaching and the mastery of writing over time’. Please  

complete the parent consent form below and return to school by 10th June 2021. More 

information can be found at www.greenbank-primary.co.uk 

Participant’s parent/guardian- Consent Form Version 4.0 

Title of the research project: Language, teaching and the mastery of writing over time  
Name of researcher(s): Victorina González Díaz & Elizabeth Parr 
                                                    Please initial box 
 
1. I confirm that I have read and have understood the information sheet dated March 2021 for the above study, or 

it has been read to me. I have had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions and have had these 
answered satisfactorily. 
 

2. I understand that taking part in the study involves (a) letting my child complete a booklet that has three writing 
exercises, (b) allowing the researchers to digitise, anonymise and analyse the writing produced by my child and 
(c) using my child’s writing to investigate how children’s writing has changed across time. 
 

3. I understand that my child’s participation in the project is voluntary and that I am free to ask for their withdrawal 
from the project at any time prior to their writing being anonymised without giving any reason, without my rights 
being affected. In addition, I understand that I am free to decline to answer any particular question or questions. 
 

4. I understand that, under the GPDR 2018, I can ask for access to the information that my child provided previous 
to any data-anonymisation process, and I can also request the destruction of that information if I wish. I 
understand that following anonymisation, I will no longer be able to request access to or withdrawal of the 
information my child has provided. 
 

5. I understand that the booklet my child will complete will be held securely and in line with data protection 
requirements at the University of Liverpool for 10 years and will subsequently be securely disposed of at the 
University of Liverpool. I also understand that the fully-anonymised electronic copy of my child’s writing will be 
deposited in an on-line electronic collection of children’s writing, which will be shared and used by students and 
researchers to support research in the future. 
 

6. I agree for the data collected from my child to be owned by the University of Liverpool and be used for research 
on literacy by university students and researchers after it has been fully anonymised. 

 
7. I agree to allow my child to take part in the above study. 
 
 
__________________________  __________  ______________________ 
Participant name    Date   Signature 
 
 
Elizabeth Parr    5th April 2021  Dr Elizabeth Parr 
__________________________  __________  ______________________ 
Name of person taking consent  Date   Signature 
 
Principal Investigator    Co-Researcher 
[Victorina González-Díaz]    [Elizabeth Parr] 
[Department of English, University of Liverpool]  [School of Education, Liverpool Hope University] 
[01517942358]     [01512913359] 
[vgdiaz@liv.ac.uk]     [parre@hope.ac.uk]  
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Parent/Guardian- Project Information Sheet 4.0 

1. Title of the study:  

Language, teaching and the mastery of writing over time  

2. Invitation paragraph 

Your child is being invited to participate in a university project. Before you decide whether you would be 

happy for him/her to take part in it, it is important for us to make clear to you why the project is being done 

and what it will involve. Please take the time to read the following information carefully and feel free to ask 

us if you would like more information or if there is anything that you do not understand. Please also feel free 

to discuss this with your relatives, friends or your child’s teacher. We would like to stress that you do not 

have to accept this invitation on your child’s behalf and you should only agree to let him/her take part if you 

want to. Thank you for taking the time to read this. 

3. What is the purpose of the study?  

The purpose of this project is to explore the way in which Year 6 pupils’ writing has changed in the last 50 

years and the extent to which those developments may be influenced by social changes and changes in the 

curriculum.  

The English Department at the University of Liverpool is the legal guardian of a large archive of children’s 

writing (Year 6) from the pre-national curriculum period (data from 1979-1988). What we intend to do by 

collecting data from your child and his/her classmates is to create a collection of schoolchildren’s writing 

across time (pre- and post-national curriculum). We will digitise the data gathered from the students, 

transcribe it and use a number of linguistic tools to identify the most significant characteristics of your child’s 

and his/her classmates’ writing (we do not wish to single out any individual writing). We will then carry out a 

similar analysis of the samples of writing that we already have and compare the similarities and differences 

in the writing styles across the two cohorts (1980 and 2020).  

4. Why has my child been chosen to take part? 

We are working with a number of schools in the local area and your child’s school—like other schools in 

Merseyside— has been invited to take part in the project because it is a secondary school/academy, with at 

least one class of Year 6 students. Participation in the study is voluntary and the invitation can of course be 

rejected if you do not wish your child to be involved in the project.  

5. Does my child have to take part? 

As noted in 4. Above, participation in this study is completely voluntary: your child will not take part in it if 

you do not want them to. If you decide to allow him/her to participate, please note that he/she may withdraw 

from the project at any time (prior to the anonymisation of the data—see below) without giving reason. 

6. What will happen if my child takes part in the study? 

If you allow your child to take part in our project, we (the research team, Victorina Gonzalez-Diaz and 

Elizabeth Parr) will agree with the school time to visit the school to collect data from those pupils who are 

willing to take part in the study themselves and have been granted permission from their parents/legal 

guardians to do so. All members of the research team are DBS-checked. Your child will be asked to produce 
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two different types of writing (descriptive and argumentative writing) and will also be asked to grammatically 

correct a piece of writing. We will give students the ‘titles’ of the topics we would like them to write about 

and a booklet to write their answer in. Students will have to complete the writing task in class (together with 

those other classmates who have also been allowed to take part in our study). We expect that they will need 

approximately one hour. The research team and the relevant Year 6 teacher will be in the class as well. No 

video or audio recording will be used, and no text written for the project will be graded and/or added to the 

students’ school portfolio. We will collect and keep the booklets, transcribe the writing reproduced in them 

and analyse it in the way in section 3 above, i.e. using a number of linguistic tools to identify the most 

significant characteristics of your child’s and his/her classmates’ writing. We will then carry out a similar 

analysis of the 1980s samples of writing that we already have and compare the similarities and differences in 

the writing styles across the two cohorts (year 6 students in 1980 and year 6 students in 2020). 

6. How will my child’s data be used? 

The University processes personal data as part of its research and teaching activities in accordance with the 

lawful basis of ‘public task’, and in accordance with the University’s purpose of “advancing education, learning 

and research for public benefit”. 

Under UK data protection legislation, the University acts as the Data Controller for personal data collected as 

part of the University’s research. Victorina González-Díaz acts as the Data Processor for this study. If you have 

any queries relating to the handling of your child’s data, please get in touch. 

Further information on how the data (i.e. the texts that we have collected from the Year 6 students 

participating in the study) will be used can be found in the table below. 

 

How will the data be collected? Data will be collected class-time (time 
chosen by the relevant Year 6 Lead/Head 
teacher in consultation with the Research 
team) by the Principal Researcher (Victorina 
Gonzalez-Diaz) and Co-Researcher 
(Elizabeth Parr). The data-collection will take 
approximately one hour.  

How will the data be stored? The hard copy of the data (i.e. booklets) will 
be stored in the Archive where the 1980s 
children’s data is already stored (16 Oxford 
Street, University of Liverpool). 
The digital versions of the scripts will be 
safely stored in a shared folder on the M: 
Drive of the Principal Researcher. Only the 
Principal Researcher and Co-Researcher 
(Elizabeth Parr) will have access to the digital 
data while they are being transcribed and 
anonymised. Once the 
transcription/anonymisation process are 
finalised, the electronic version of all written 
texts will be stored for research and 
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teaching purposes as part of an electronic 
corpus of children’s writing (1980-2020), 
which will be available, password-protected, 
to the teaching and research community 
(www.apucorpus.liverpool. ac.uk). 

How long will the data be stored? The hard-copy version of the texts 
(booklets) will be stored for 10 years in the 
above-mentioned location (16 Oxford 
Street, University of Liverpool). After that 
time, the hard copy materials will be 
confidentially shredded at the University of 
Liverpool. 
The electronic version of all written texts 
collected will be available to the teaching 
and research community as part of the APU 
Corpus of Children’s Writing.  

Will the data be anonymised? Yes. The booklet that the students will be 
given to complete already ensure the 
anonymity of the writer’s identity, as it does 
not ask for any personal information other 
than the writer’s sex and date of birth. The 
transcribed data will be further anonymised 
(by e.g., removing all proper nouns/names) 
so that no pupil, classmate, relative, teacher 
or school can be identified. All texts will also 
be assigned a unique code made up with a 
collection of letters and numbers to them. 
The name of the school will never be made 
public either. 

What measures are in place to protect the 
security and confidentiality of the data? 

All data will be safeguarded at the University 
of Liverpool, either physically (in a locked-up 
room in university premises until their 
secure shredding) or electronically (a 
password-protected on-line folder on the 
secure server provided by the University of 
Liverpool). Confidentiality is maintained by 
(a) obtaining participants’ agreement that 
they will not breach confidentiality by 
revealing their own/ other pupils’ 
participation in the project to third parties 
(see Consent Form) (b) putting in place a 
robust data anonymisation protocols 
throughout all stages of the data-
management process.   

How will the data be used? In the long-run, the data will be used to 
create an electronic archive of 
schoolchildren’s writing over time. The data 
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will be made available to teachers, 
university researchers and students. In the 
short-term; for instance, in this academic 
year (2019-20), for example, the data will be 
made available to a student on the module 
ENGL379: English Dissertation. This student, 
who is also the Research Assistant on this 
project, will digitise the data collected from 
your school, transcribe it and use a number 
of linguistic tools to identify the most 
significant features of Year 6 pupils’ writing. 
They will then carry out a similar analysis on 
the 1980 samples of writing that we already 
have and compare the similarities and 
differences in the writing styles across the 
two cohorts. On the basis of these analyses, 
they will write an 8000-10000 word essay. 

Who will have access to the data? Access to the electronic version of the data 
will be protected by a password only known 
to those students/teachers/researchers 
who have been granted access to the online 
archive interface by Victorina González-Díaz.  

Will the data be archived for use in other 
research projects in the future? 

Yes. As previously mentioned, Victorina 
González-Díaz would like the collection to be 
used as a research, teaching and learning 
tool for future generations of university 
students, teachers and researchers.  

Will the data be destroyed? As noted above, the hard copy of the 
booklets will be stored for 10 years and then 
securely disposed of (shredding) by the 
Principal Researcher. The digitised and 
anonymised copies will be stored 
electronically for future teaching and 
research use. 

 

 

8. Are there any risks to taking part? 

Your child will write about topics he/she is familiar with in his/her usual school setting (with their teacher and 

classmates who have also agreed to take part in the study. All members of the Research Team are, as noted 

above, DBS-checked). The risks that taking part in the project may involve are therefore very minimal.  

The Research Team will explicitly make clear in their introduction to the booklet that students will NOT be 

graded/assessed in any way, and that the writing that is produced for the booklet will not be part of any 

school portfolio. If pupils are, however, still anxious about assessment-related issues, they will be able to 

withdraw participation immediately. The Research team does not foresee any problems regarding the topics 
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pupils will be asked to write about (these will be given to you (Head Teacher) and the Subject Lead in advance 

in order to double-check their suitability); however, should  any pupil feel stressed, emotionally distressed or 

unhappy at any point of the data-collection process  (because of e.g. the topics they have to write about, the 

fact that they genuinely do not want to take part –regardless of the teacher/legal guardian consent etc), they 

will also be able to withdraw their participation at any point until the data is  anonymised. 

Taking part in the project should not be seen as academically ‘harmful’; i.e. as a ‘distraction’ that takes time 

away from the curriculum. In fact, it should be seen as rather the opposite, i.e. an opportunity for your child 

to practice ‘extended writing’ at KS4. 

9. Are there any benefits in taking part? 

By taking part in the project, your child will get extra-practice in specific types of writing. More generally, the 

detailed analysis of children’s writing will allow us to gain a better understanding of how Year 6 pupils use 

language. In the long-run, this in-depth background knowledge will be very valuable to teachers and English 

Language textbook writers when preparing and/or designing teaching materials for future generations of Year 

6 pupils. 

9. What will happen to the results of the study? 

The general results of our project will be at the disposal of your child’s school. The school’s Head Teacher will 

decide whether he/she would like us to compile a summary of our findings for teachers, parents and children. 

Please note that the Research Team will only be able to provide general project findings, i.e. once the data 

from your child’s school is anonymised, it will be impossible to retrieve school- or pupil-specific information. 

10. What will happen if I want my child to stop taking part?  

Your child can withdraw from the project at any time prior to the anonymisation of the data without 

explanation. If he/she decides to withdraw from the project after we have collected his/her booklet with the 

texts that he/she has written, we may either use the texts (if you are happy for us to do so), or we will make 

sure that the texts are destroyed (if you would like us to do so, and there is of course a way of identifying 

your child’s texts—please remember that all texts will be anonymised relatively quickly after they have been 

collected).  

11. What if I am unhappy or if there is a problem?  

If you are unhappy, or if there is a problem, please feel free to let us know by contacting Victorina González-

Díaz (0151 794 2358 and vgdiaz@liv.ac.uk) or Elizabeth Parr (0151 2913359 and parre@hope.ac.uk) and we 

will try to help. If you remain unhappy or have a complaint which you feel you cannot come to us with then 

you should contact the Research Ethics and Integrity Office (ethics@liv.ac.uk). When contacting the Research 

Ethics and Integrity Office, please provide details of the name or description of the study, the researcher(s) 

involved and the details of the complaint you wish to make. 

The University strives to maintain the highest standards of rigour in the processing of your data. However, if 

you have any concerns about the way in which the University processes your personal data, it is important 

that you are aware of your right to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office by calling 

0303 123 113.  

12. Who can I contact for further questions? 

mailto:vgdiaz@liv.ac.uk
mailto:parre@hope.ac.uk
mailto:ethics@liv.ac.uk
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If you have any questions, please contact Victorina González-Díaz (Principal Investigator of the Project: 0151 

794 2358 and vgdiaz@liv.ac.uk) 

mailto:vgdiaz@liv.ac.uk

